
An illustrated history of Breadsall Priory
by Nick Redman



Front cover: Breadsall Priory from the south east in September 1857, by Violetta Darwin. ROSEMARY BONHAM-SMITH

Let me review the scene
And summon forth from the shadowy past

The forms that once have been.



An illustrated history
of Breadsall Priory

by

Nick Redman



Published by Marriott hotels
Designed by thearkdesign.co.uk

© Marriott hotels 2009. All rights reserved. No part of this publication
may be reproduced, stored in any retrieval system or transmitted in any other form
or by any means electronic, photographic, recording or otherwise without prior

permission of the publishers.

Foreword
I am not sure if it is the approach to the hotel, the atmosphere created by the sheer
elegance of the Priory or the genuine welcome you experience when you arrive, but
there is something magical about the hotel and whatever reason grabs you as an
individual, you just can’t help but fall in love with it.  

I discussed the breath-taking approach on my way in to work with a
colleague, who assured me that the calming enchantment you experience as you
come down the drive  never does wear off. Curious, I asked her how long she had
worked here, she replied 18 years! 

From my first visit to Breadsall Priory in 2004 to my now daily arrival, I
cannot think of anywhere else I would rather be. The love affair continues and will
do so long after my hold on the reins as General Manager ends. 

Many thanks must go to Gary Moran and Nick Redman for being the
inspiration behind initiating, researching and finally creating such a fascinating
account of the history of the Priory since its creation in the 13th Century.

I hope you enjoy the book and thank you for your interest in Breadsall Priory.

Nicholas Dumbell
General Manager
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readsall village appears in the Domesday Survey of 1087 as
Braideshale, but the Romans were here long before then.
Ancient Rykneld Street ran almost along the line of Moor
Road. Although mostly ploughed up or built over, some faint

outlines of the road’s embankment can still be seen in certain lights.
Breadsall Priory is a beautiful place, and it has a fascinating history.

The house that we see today is essentially a 19th century building. But at its
heart is an almost intact Elizabethan mansion, and that stands upon the ruins
of a 13th century Priory.

Breadsall Priory has close links with the immediate area. Over the
centuries it has been home to many families, and their monuments can be
seen in the churches and churchyards of surrounding villages.

Now a major hotel, golf and leisure club, Breadsall Priory offers
hospitality and shelter to the traveller just as the old Priory on the site did
over 700 years ago.

The Priory 1250 – 1536
A small Priory was established at Breadsall some time in the 13th century as
a house belonging to the Austin Canons. The site selected, as so often with
religious houses, was perfect. A 19th century writer called it ‘a pleasant plot
of land in a fruitful sheltered nook’, a secluded hollow among the hills, well
wooded and with a good stream of water. 

Several historians have been misled by a mistake on a Patent Roll of
1266 into believing that Breadsall was originally an establishment of Austin
Friars or Austin Eremites, changing later to the Austin Canons. But this is
not correct. Breadsall was a house of Austin Canons from the beginning.

Augustinian Canons, more commonly called Austin Canons, were an
order of clergy who observed the Rule attributed to St. Augustine of
Hippo (354–430). They were given this name by Ivo, Bishop of Chartres.
Members of the order are sometimes incorrectly described as monks. They
were introduced into England at Colchester in about 1100, in the reign of
Henry I.

In the earliest days Austin Canons were probably secular canons, that
is, like the canons in existing cathedrals and collegiate churches, who lived
‘in the world’ and were free to marry. But later they became Regular
Canons, living together under one roof like monks, having a common
dormitory and refectory, and bound by the Rule of their order. However
they lived in comparative comfort and were well known for their generous
hospitality.

Their dress was a long black cassock, with a white rochet (surplice-
like vestment) over it, and over that a black cloak and hood. But the hood
was not used, black caps or birettas being worn. In England they were
sometimes known as Black Canons. They were not shorn like monks.

By 1500 there were nearly 200 houses of Austin Canons in England
and Wales, with large establishments at Bristol, Cirencester, Carlisle,

1. Fragments from Breadsall Priory Church, unearthed and re-erected in the 19th
century. Sketched by Violetta Darwin 1858
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Hexham, Walsingham, Bolton and at Oseney near Oxford. The nearest
houses to Breadsall were at Dale, Darley and Repton. Breadsall however
was much smaller than these.

No record survives to tell us precisely when Breadsall was established.
Some sources suggest 1200, others 1250. All we know for certain is that it
was well established by 1266, and that it was founded that century on land
provided by one of the Curzons of Breadsall Overhall, either Richard
Curzon, son of Henry Curzon by the heiress of Dunne, or by Sir Robert
Curzon, the son of Richard.

Breadsall Priory was dedicated to the Holy Trinity. Enough remains
of a fragment of the seal of the Priory attached to a document of 1453 to
show that its subject was a representation of the Holy Trinity beneath
canopied work.

The endowments of Breadsall were so small that it seems never to
have had more than two canons beside the Prior. The Taxation Roll of
1291 valued its possessions at £5-19-0 per annum. Rents were received
from land at Horsley, Breadsall and Morley. The twenty acres around the
Priory, including a columbarium (dovecote), were worth £2.

The name of Breadsall’s first Prior is not recorded. The earliest name
we have is that of Hugh de Mackworth who was appointed Prior in 1306
under the patronage of Richard Curzon.

In most houses of Austin Canons the Prior was elected by the
canonical chapter, but the very small size of the Breadsall community made
this impossible, and hence the hereditary patron’s nomination was usually
accepted. As Lords of the Manor of Breadsall Overhall the Curzon family
held the patronage of Breadsall Priory until the reign of Richard II, when it
passed to the Dethick family through the marriage of William Dethick and
Cecilia, daughter and heiress of Thomas Curzon.

Hugh de Mackworth was succeeded as Prior in 1309 by Hamund de
Merston, who had previously been a canon of the house. The next Prior
was William de Repyndon, also previously a canon of Breadsall. He
resigned in 1347. The difficulty of finding a successor was so great that for
several years the Priory remained not only without a head, but apparently
unoccupied by any religious men.

Eventually in 1365, Thomas de London, a monk from the

Benedictine Abbey of Burton, was appointed Prior to revive the
house. He was not there for long it seems, as his successor
Geoffrey de Stafford resigned in 1370 to be replaced by Thomas
Lewis. Lewis and his immediate successors were all canons of
Breadsall.

A break with this tradition came in the middle of the 15th
century when in 1442 and 1487 Thomas Breadsall and Henry
Halam were appointed Priors from among the Austin Canons of
Darley Abbey, and in 1456 Robert Burton was appointed from
Repton Priory.

The Priory’s small income was supplemented by bequests
in 1392 and 1402. In return it was stipulated that daily masses
should be for ever celebrated within the Priory church, for a
good estate while living, and for the souls after death, of the
various donors.

In 1453 John Stathum of Morley gave Prior Thomas
Breadsall seven marks for the roof of the Priory church and for
glazing the clerestory windows. In return the Prior agreed to
celebrate mass for the souls of Stathum and his family each year
on the Feast of the Eleven Thousand Virgins. Stathum’s wife
Cecilia had died in 1444 and Stathum himself died in November
1453, soon after making his donation. They are both buried in Morley
church and commemorated by several monumental brasses and plates.

Despite these occasional gifts Breadsall remained small and poor.
When the Valor Ecclesiasticus was drawn up in 1535 the Priory’s clear
annual income was only £10-17s-9d. However, the house was surrounded
with gardens and orchards, and the rivulet passing through the grounds kept
the Priory’s fish ponds well supplied.

The last Prior of Breadsall was William Pendylton, and he had only
himself to rule, for there were no brother canons. In 1536 all monasteries
with a revenue of less than £200 a year were suppressed by Henry VIII and
handed over to the Crown. In 1537 Pendylton was granted a pension of
five marks.

And so, after some 280 years on the site, the small Priory of Breadsall
was closed.

2. 13th century doorway in west wall of old
Priory, discovered in the 1940s 
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After the Dissolution 1537 – 1595
Soon after Pendylton had gone the Priory and the land around it was leased
for farming to Laurance Holland of Belper. His agreement is dated 28
February 1537, and the property is described as ‘The Manor or late Priory
of Breadsall Park’.

No longer a home, the Priory church and its buildings fell into
disrepair and decay, probably used simply for farm purposes. Some of the
dressed stones would have been carted away to use in other buildings in the
area.

The Crown held the Priory estate until 1552 when it was granted by
Edward VI to Henry, Duke of Suffolk, the father of Lady Jane Grey. He
kept it for only a few months disposing of it the same year to Thomas
Babington of Dethick and Kingston. Babington had married Katherine,
daughter of Sir Henry Sacheverell of Morley. She died in 1543 and her fine
tomb with a reclining alabaster figure can be seen in Morley
church.

Babington sold Breadsall in 1557 to Thomas Hutchinson.
In 1573 the estate was in the possession of John Leake, uncle of
Bess of Hardwick. None of these owners actually lived at the
Priory, which, as mentioned above, was steadily falling into ruin.

In about 1595 the Priory was bought by Sir John Bentley,
Knight and councillor-at-law, and a new stage in Breadsall’s story
began.

Sir John Bentley 
at Breadsall c1595 – 1621
Bentley was born in 1554, so he was in his forties at the time of
the purchase. It was he who converted the ruined Priory into a
dwelling house in which he then lived until his death in 1621.

Quite how much of the old Priory was still standing at this
date cannot be known but there were certainly some remains, as
subsequent excavations have revealed, and it is likely that he

incorporated these where practicable into his new house. An example is the
four feet thick section of wall under the north east tower, still visible in the
basement. The rest of the stone for the building work came from quarries
on the estate. 

Bentley built a tall E-shaped house with five east facing gables and
large six-light mullioned and transomed windows throughout. 

The south east tower had a gable to the south, and the north east
tower a gable to the north. There appears to have been only one gable on
the west side, at the north end (pic 7).

An engraving of Breadsall by Ravenhill published in 1791 (pic 4),
shows it to be a typical late Elizabethan or early Jacobean house, probably
built around 1600. The engraving must date from several years earlier than
1791, as it does not show the long projecting wing on the north east corner
which was depicted in a now-lost painting of 1790.

Ravenhill’s engraving also shows one feature of the Priory that had

3. Breadsall Priory north front in 1857. Apart from the insertion of
Georgian sash windows, Bentley’s work of 1600 is virtually
untouched. The attic floor mirrors that of the south front before it
was changed in 1860 (see front cover)
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survived since the Dissolution, the remarkable octagonal timber dovecote
on the north side of the house. With its three tiers of openings encircling it
at equal distances, in addition to the entrance on top, it is probably a pre-
Reformation successor to the structure referred to in 1291. Blore calls it ‘no
doubt a relick of the monastery,’ and Dr Cox reckoned it was ‘probably of
great antiquity’. Beyond the house can be seen quite large and extensive
farm buildings.

There were no windows at ground floor level and the house was
sturdily built. When alterations were made to the central tower on the east
side in 1860–61 the walls were found to be nearly three feet thick. 

The main entrance was in this central tower, and above it Bentley
placed his coat of arms (pic 5). Above that were two carved stone panels.

The kitchen, bakehouse and butteries would all have been on the
ground floor. A flight of stairs led to the hall and parlour on the first floor,
while on the second floor were two large rooms. Each floor was lit on the
south side by a large window, depicted in a 1790s painting (also now lost),
but shown in Violetta Darwin’s drawing. (See front cover).

The arrangement at roof level on the north and south fronts was
curious, with horizontal coping running from the apex of the gable to the
tower.

In the three projecting bays on the east front the two lowest floors
would probably have been
stores and pantries, with
bed chambers on the 
upper floors. The north
and south towers were
approached by steps 
in half-external turrets 
corbelled out across the
angles, parts of which can
be seen today.

Apart from the
much altered south east
tower the floor levels in
the old part of the house

are very nearly in their original
positions. Internal partitions,
almost certainly of timber in 1600,
were later replaced by brick.

The remarkable thing
about Bentley’s house is the
extent to which it has remained
almost intact, although much of
it is hidden behind later additions.

The best external view of
the old walling visible today is
on the north side of the house
(pic 3). Several of the old windows
survive although some have been
blocked or had 18th century
sashes inserted. The horizontal
gabled return here is unchanged,
as is the north east tower with its
gables to the east and the north.

Much of the west side of the old house is obscured by the large wing
added at the end of the 19th century, but the single gable can still be seen.

The large Elizabethan windows on the south front have both gone.
Above them, although the horizontal coping has been removed, Bentley’s
original window was kept in the mid 19th century gable that replaced it. The
top portion of the south east tower has been substantially changed. The
ground floor door is a later insertion, but the two-light window and the
stonework of the lower stages are original.

The east front of Bentley’s house is now almost entirely hidden by
mid 19th century additions especially when viewed from close to. But stand
back, and behind and above them you can see the gables of the old mansion.
(Compare pic 4 with pic 17.)

In fact it is on the attic floor that the character of the old work is best
preserved. This is particularly so internally where old timbers, unrestored
windows, and in the west facing gable, an old fireplace, survive.

Unfortunately it is not possible for the public to see much of this

6. Part of east front of Bentley’s house now hidden behind Morley’s 1860 additions

5. Coat of arms in stone of Sir John BentleyA
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work which is often difficult to access. For example, there is a good section
of the east front hidden away in the darkness above the ceiling in Room 11
(pic 6). It is in excellent condition, even carrying the marks of the ivy that
once grew on it.

One indoor feature of Bentley’s house that can be easily seen is the
inside of his top floor windows high above and opposite Rooms 20 and 25.

And if you are staying in Room 12, you can see the carved stone
panels mentioned above, in their original positions. Once they embellished
the east front, now they are inside the building. The carving is 
very characteristic of the unsophisticated work of country masons of the
period.

Bentley’s coat of arms was removed from the east front either in the
18th century or during the major works in 1860, and placed in the garden.

Bentley died on 1st February 1621 aged 67. He, his mother and
grandson were buried in Stanley church, although why there remains
unexplained. His tomb by the pulpit is now hidden below the flooring, but
the brass plate from it has been fixed to a nearby wall. Part of the
inscription reads: ‘Here lyeth the body of Sir John Bentley, Kt, when he
lived of the Priory of Breadsall Park’. But the real monument to Bentley’s
memory is the fine house he built at Breadsall.

Ownership Changes
1621 – 1703
In the 80 years after Bentley’s death the Breadsall estate changed hands
frequently. Local superstition had it that as the house was built on what was
once church land it would never descend to the eldest son or remain in the
same family for three generations.

Breadsall passed first by Bentley’s daughter and heiress Elizabeth to
her husband Sir Gervase Cutler. He however was killed at the Siege of
Pontefract Castle in 1645. Through his daughter Mary, the Priory came to
her husband Sir Alfred Moseley. Their one son Sir Edward Moseley died
without children and the baronetcy became extinct. In his will he left the
Priory to his distant cousin, also Sir Edward Moseley.

Sir Edward’s sole daughter and heiress Anne, married Sir John Bland,
and in 1693, during his lifetime, Moseley granted Breadsall Priory to his son
in law. In 1702 Bland sold the property for £1,675 to Thomas Leacroft, a
partner in a lead smelting business in Wirksworth. The following year
Leacroft sold it for a similar amount to Andrew Greensmith, a fellow
partner, also of Wirksworth. 

The Greensmiths and Beards
1703 – 1799
The Greensmiths, and the family with which they were closely linked by
marriage, the Beards, owned Breadsall Priory for nearly 100 years.

Andrew Greensmith died intestate and the estate passed to his brother
Robert. On his death it was left to his wife Hannah, and on her death in
1740, to their eldest son Herbert Greensmith.

Herbert married Ann Beard in 1746, but both of them died in 1750
leaving two young children, Herbert and Ann. Samuel Beard, Ann Beard’s
brother, was appointed their guardian, holding Breadsall Priory on their
behalf until Herbert was eighteen and inherited both the Priory, and the
family’s other property, Stancliffe (now Stancliffe Hall, a school) at Darley
Dale near Matlock. Herbert lived mainly at Stancliffe but often stayed at the
Priory where he had ‘the little room’.

In 1760 Samuel Beard married Hannah Neville, whose mother, also
Hannah, was the sister of the Herbert Greensmith who had married Beard’s
sister Ann. The Beards had seven children, including four sons, Herbert
Greensmith Beard, Samuel Beard, Neville Fallowes Beard and Charles
Beard. The family lived at Breadsall Priory.

Neville’s Journal Book for 1785, an unpublished manuscript now in
the possession of Kate Beard, gives a few glimpses of Breadsall at that time.
We find Neville ‘bathing in the Pond’ in front of the house; playing his
flute for ‘a quarter of an hour in the hall passage’; and eating a supper of
‘roast fowl and hashed mutton’ at half past seven.

There are several entries about the firing of rockets. One reads: ‘Got a
rocket ready in the counting house, and then sent it up from the Courtyard
wall, and it was a good one. They all came into the Courtyard to see it’.

7. Breadsall Priory from the south west, by W.B Cottam. Derby
Museum Catalogue dates the painting 1856, but it must be after
Violetta Darwin’s dated drawing of September 1857 (front
cover), as the large upper window has been replaced, and
before 1860 when Morley changed the whole south front (see
pic 18)
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9. Greensmith and Beard memorials in Darley Dale church

In 1785 Herbert Greensmith was appointed High Sheriff of
Derbyshire for the year.

According to Dr Cox the Breadsall estate became mortgaged and was
sold in 1771 by Herbert, subject to the mortgage, to Samuel Beard. But
Beard died in June 1775, aged 49, and the Land Tax return for 1785 still

lists Herbert as proprietor of Breadsall. The headstone in Breadsall
churchyard to their son Charles, who died in 1787, refers to Samuel and
Hannah Beard ‘of the Priory’.

Greensmith died in January 1789, aged only 41, and Breadsall was
conveyed to Beard’s widow Hannah and four of their children. Hannah
died in 1797, and in 1799 her three surviving sons Herbert, Samuel and
Neville sold the estate to Erasmus Darwin.

Memorials to the Herbert Greensmith who died in 1750 and his wife
Ann, the Herbert Greensmith who died in 1789, and Samuel Beard can be
seen in the church of St. Helen’s, Darley Dale, near Matlock. (pic 9)

The Greensmiths made quite a number of alterations at Breadsall.
The engraving published in 1791, but drawn several years earlier, (pic 4),
shows that the main entrance had been moved from the east front to an
extension on the north side of the house, and replaced by a bay window.
The space between the south east tower and the centre bay was infilled at
ground level with a sloping roofed addition.

As already mentioned, a now-lost oil painting of about 1790, showed
a projecting wing on the site of today’s Breadsall Room which could not
then have been long built. Blore says it was a drawing room added by ‘the
late Mr Greensmith’, i.e. pre-1789.

Violetta Darwin’s drawing of 1857 (front cover) shows this wing to
be typically Georgian with sash windows under rusticated stone lintels,
quoins, and a band between the two floors.

Violetta’s drawing also shows another addition in the same style
between Greensmith’s wing and the south east tower, but whether this too
was built by Greensmith is not clear. It may have been added by the Beards
in the 1790s, or even, possibly, by Dr Darwin in c1800. This may be what
Glover (1833) was referring to when he wrote of ‘laying the foundations
for the improvements made by the late Dr Darwin’. A small watercolour
painting of the house dated 1812, owned by Rosemary Bonham-Smith,
confirms that this extension had been built by that date.

A few years after Violetta recorded the scene all these east front
additions were removed by a new owner. Today, the only evidence of the
Greensmiths’ and Beards’ stay at Breadsall Priory is the sash windows
inserted in the north wall.8. Breadsall Priory from the south c1858 showing (right) Herbert Greensmith’s wing
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The Darwins at Breadsall Priory
1799 – 1860
Erasmus Darwin was 41 years old and unmarried when he bought Breadsall
in November 1799. He was the second of Dr Erasmus Darwin’s three sons
by his first wife. Charles, the eldest, studied medicine, but died at the age of
19 from a wound received whilst dissecting the brain of a child. Robert,
the youngest, was father to Charles Darwin, author of Origin of the Species
and The Descent of Man.

Erasmus had wanted to go into the Church, but discouraged by his
father, had become a solicitor, and had a practice in Derby.

His stay at Breadsall was destined to be a short one. On the night of
29 December 1799 he ran out of the house in a distressed state, and was
found later, drowned in the river Derwent. Possibly it was an accident – his
hat was found on the river bank – but most likely it was suicide, committed
in ‘a fit of temporary insanity’.

A monument erected to his memory in All Saints Church Breadsall
noted that: ‘To great abilities in his profession of the law he joined the
probity of ancient manners with the elegance of modern ones. Was strongly
attached to his friends, cordially beloved by them and sincerely lamented’.
His monument was destroyed in a fire, suspected at the time of having been
started by suffragettes, that devastated the church in June 1914.

Following Darwin’s untimely death, the estate was bequeathed to his
father, who was then living in Derby, which had been his home since 1783.

Dr Erasmus Darwin, poet, philosopher and physician, joint founder
of the Lunar Society in 1766, founder of the Derby Philosophical Society
in 1783, author of The Botanic Garden (1789 and 1791), Zoonomia (1794 and
1796), Phystologia (1800) and The Temple of Nature (published posthumously
in 1803), was a remarkable man.

Much has been made of his connection with Breadsall Priory, but in
fact, like his son, he only lived here for a few weeks. It was not until 25
March 1802, delayed by illness, that he moved in. Prior to this, as already
mentioned, he may have built an extension on the east front. He liked the
place, describing it in a letter to his friend Richard Lovell Edgeworth: ‘We
have a pleasant house, a good garden, ponds full of fish, and a pleasing

valley, deep, umbrageous and with a talkative stream running down it. Our
house is near the top of the valley well screened by hills from the east and
north, and open to the south, where at four miles distance we see Derby
tower’.

On 10 April he was ‘attacked with a severe cold fit of fever, followed
with a proportionate hot fit, and with feelings and symptoms that
threatened an inflammation of the lungs.’ A week later, on 18 April, he
died, suddenly and painlessly, of a heart attack.

Darwin was buried in Breadsall church, in the centre of the nave.
The monument erected by his widow to his memory can be seen on the
south wall. It is the only one of several to members of the Darwin family to
have survived the 1914 fire. They had all been removed to the tower in the
19th century.

Darwin’s name lives on in Derby with a Square, a Road, a Place and
an Avenue named after him. When the new Exeter Bridge across the river
Derwent was opened by Herbert Morrison in 1931, Darwin was one of
four great men of Derby to be commemorated with medallions on the
bridge, even though the date of his death is incorrectly given as 1809.

11. Grave of Doctor, Dr Erasmus Darwin’s horse, Breadsall Priory
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(by Joseph Wright?)
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There was also a Darwin School, since closed, in Chaddesden.
However, generally Darwin’s life and work is little known or

appreciated these days, and this is nothing new. Back in 1877 Dr Cox
wrote: ‘Little is now heard of the memory of Dr Darwin, and his claim to
be one of the most distinguished worthies of Derbyshire is apparently
disregarded’.

For Cox, ‘the wonderful versatility of his genius, and the unwonted
breadth of his sympathies, will ever associate his name… with Breadsall
Priory’.

Some lines from ‘Elegiac Verses to the Memory of Darwin’ by the
Rev R. N. French of Foremark, were said to have been inscribed on a
now-lost urn in the Priory’s grounds.

‘Sacred to Darwin… Darwin, immortal in the Muse’s page’.
Breadsall Priory does have one rather special recollection of Dr

Erasmus Darwin. At the far end of the wooded garden path known as The
Wilderness is a large stone (pic 11) marking the grave of Doctor, his
favourite horse, which died in 1809. A slate plaque on the stone was
damaged by a falling tree some years ago and part of the inscription was
lost. All that can be read now is:

…ed Doctor
…20 years.
…09.
When Darwin went on his rounds in his carriage Doctor would trot

behind, without being fastened in any way, so that his master could mount
if the road became too difficult for the vehicle.

After Darwin’s death the Priory remained the residence of his
widow, Elisabeth Pole, his second wife, whom he had married in 1781. She
was the widow of Colonel Chandos Pole. By her, Darwin had four sons
and three daughters in nine years.

Following her death in 1832 Breadsall Priory was inherited by their
son Francis Sacheverel Darwin. Francis was born in 1786. He was educated
at Derby, Mansfield and Repton. On the death of his father in 1802 he
went to a private tutor in Clun before going on to Edinburgh and then
Emmanuel College, Cambridge. From 1808 to 1810 he went on an
extended tour of the countries bordering the Mediterranean.

In 1815 he married Jane Ryle. Between 1817 and 1835 they had ten
children, three sons and seven daughters. Darwin was later knighted, was in
the Commission of the Peace and was appointed Deputy Lieutenant of
Derbyshire.

Sir Francis (pic 12) was a keen antiquary and carried out excavations
at the house. At one stage he tried to find if there was any truth in the
tradition that a tunnel ran from the Priory to old Horsley Castle three 
miles away. He dug a trench all along the north side of the house hoping to
come upon the roof of the passage from above. Nothing however, was
found.

But what he did uncover, approximately in the area where the Gun
Room now stands, were the foundations and lower part of the walls of the
Priory church.

Unfortunately Darwin does not seem to have recorded his
discoveries, or if he did, they have not survived.

Among the many fragments of masonry Darwin found the stones that
had formed two elegantly moulded trefoil-headed arches, with the shaft
that had divided them. His daughter, Violetta, later wrote: ‘Of course the
stones were found lying about, but my father, with the assistance of Mr Fox
(Rector of Morley and a great archaeologist) put them all correctly in their
places, set them up against the back of the dining room wall, and very
beautiful they looked’.

The arches were presumably either part of the sedilia, or a portion of
an interior wall arcade. They were subsequently dismantled and the stones
dispersed. Two that do survive are now on display in the hotel reception
area. It is thanks to Violetta Darwin (pic 13) that we have any record of this
graceful Early English work. Her careful sketch of it in 1858 (pic 1), by
which date it was prettily entwined with ivy, appeared in the Anastatic
Drawing Society’s volume for that year.

Violetta was a member of the Society and between 1857 and 1864
travelled all over the country making accurate sketches of architectural
scenes. She also went to Europe and painted watercolour views in
Switzerland and Germany. Later she worked as a book illustrator.

A review of Lord Nugent’s Ye Dole of Tichborne, published in 1871,
says: ‘The chief attraction of the work is undoubtedly the series of nine
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plates by ‘VHD’, initials which will suggest to Derbyshire readers the name
of a lady whose talent is unquestionable’.

Violetta died in 1880 aged only 53 and was buried in Breadsall
churchyard. She has no headstone.

Some of the carved stone fragments retrieved from the ruins of the
old Priory were used by Sir Francis for his rockeries, where they were
mixed with the material he collected from Derby when the tower of All
Saints Church, now the Cathedral, was being repaired in the 1830s. 

On the evidence of the views of the south side of the house (pics 7
and 8), the large 18-light Elizabethan window on the second floor, as
drawn by Violetta Darwin, was replaced, if her drawing is correctly dated,
by two smaller windows some time between September 1857 and
November 1859. It is possible that the window had become unsafe 250
years after it was erected.

At the entrance to the hotel’s Priory Restaurant are two quaint stone
figures (pic 14). These were in the garden for many years, and are believed
to have been caryatids supporting a chimney piece. 

Darwin invested much time in the estate, assisted by Joseph
Heathcote, his gardener for over 30 years. (Heathcote died in 1842 aged 66
and was buried in Breadsall churchyard). The long drive from the lodge to
the house was planted with trees. South of the house were two of the old
Priory fishponds, the Horseshoe pond, and a circular one where the
ornamental lake was later created. Below these was The Wilderness, a
picturesque walk through trees following the stream down the valley.
Beyond it was a lake with a boat house and a little garden.

In 1905 a late 16th century fragment of a kneeling effigy in alabaster
was still to be seen in the Priory gardens. This is believed to have been
turned out of Breadsall church and placed there in about 1840. The present
whereabouts of the effigy, which Dr Cox thought commemorated John
Dethick, the last of the Breadsall Dethicks, who died in 1594, is not
known.

According to Glover’s Derbyshire, published in 1833, several stone
coffins were also found in these excavations of the Priory foundations, but
Miss Darwin later declared that this was not correct. There was a stone
coffin at Breadsall but it had been brought from Elton near Winster.

In 1836 Sir Francis built a small chapel beside the lodge. It was served
occasionally by the rectors of Breadsall and Morley, but did not remain in
use for more than a few years, and gradually fell into decay. Ordnance
Survey maps from 1875 onwards mark it as ‘in ruins’. The low ivy-covered
walls of the little chapel can still be seen behind the lodge.

The Communion table and two chairs from the Priory that Sir
Francis gave to Breadsall church were destroyed in the 1914 fire.

It was during the Darwin’s time at Breadsall Priory that the Dogs’
Cemetery, still a feature of the gardens, was laid out (pic 15). There are
now 15 stones bearing names like Dido, Captain, Ranter, Flo and Vixen.
The earliest dated stone is to ‘Poor Monsieur Dark who died November 14
1852 aged 10’. The last burial was in January 1990 when Penny ‘faithful
companion to Mrs Haslam’ was buried.

Sir Francis Darwin died on 9 November 1859, aged 73, and was
buried in the churchyard at Breadsall. His headstone was made by
J. B. Robinson of Derby. In his will, now on display in the hotel reception
area, he stipulated that he be buried ‘with as little expense as may be, in a
plain coffin without any ornaments or cloth covering, and no lead coffin
whatever to be used’. Lady Darwin moved to Breadsall Lodge where she
lived until her death in 1866. The
Breadsall Priory Estate was put up
for auction.

According to the sale
document the house then had an
entrance hall, dining and drawing
rooms, library, study, fourteen
bedrooms, kitchen and many
servants rooms and stores. Among
the considerable number of
outbuildings was a brewhouse, two
large coach houses and stabling for
eight horses. The total estate
contained 122 acres.

The auction took place on
27 January 1860 at the Royal Hotel

14. 18th century stone caryatids at Breadsall
Priory
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in Derby. Bidding opened at £10,000. The property was finally knocked
down to Mr Francis Morley for £13,000. On March 13 and 14, the entire
contents of the Priory and the outbuildings were sold by auction.

On Lady Day, 25 March 1860, Breadsall’s new owner took
possession.

Francis Morley at 
Breadsall Priory
1860 – 1883
Francis Morley was born in 1810, one of seven children. He came from
Nottingham where the family rented Sneinton Manor. His father and uncle
had started the hosiery firm of I. & R. Morley. Francis, along with two of
his brothers, went into the business, where he worked for most of his life. 

He eventually retired
two years after buying
Breadsall.

After his
purchase Morley lost
no time in making
substantial changes 
to the house, to the
plans of Robert
Scrivener, an architect
from Hanley. Until
then, as we know from
Violetta Darwin’s
drawing, Breadsall
Priory still looked,
with the exception of
the east front, very
much as Bentley had
built it in 1600.

The new style chosen was Victorian Gothic, with battlements much
in evidence. All the gables were decorated with finials, since removed. The
stone used came, as for Bentley’s house, from quarries on the estate.

Morley began by removing all the additions on the east side. He then
added a large three bay extension which butted up to the front of the old
house, leaving only Bentley’s attic floor visible. On the central bay was a
projecting porch with a balustrade and battlemented corner turrets.

North of the porch he placed a separate castellated extension, with a
new dining room (now the Breadsall Room) at ground floor level, and
with bedrooms and bathrooms above. Below it two wine cellars linked to
the basement beneath Bentley’s north east tower.

Between this extension and the old house Morley inserted another
block, also castellated. The Gun Room on the ground floor had a side
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17. East front, Breadsall Priory, 1905.
Morley’s castellated work of 1860–61
dominates, but the gables of Bentley’s
house can still be seen behind.

16. Plan of Breadsall Priory in 1860. From estate sale particulars
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door. The construction of these new buildings covered or destroyed the
Priory foundations revealed earlier by Sir Francis Darwin. The sedilia arches
were taken down and dispersed. The fragments were noted by a visitor in
1905, but have since disappeared.

The old entrance hall which had been very narrow, was enlarged by
taking away a large portion of the lower section of Bentley’s central tower,
in which was formerly a winding staircase. The new entrance hall measured
24 feet square, with solid parquet flooring, the centre of oak and walnut
interlaced, with an ornamental border of elaborate design. The principal

staircase was of carved oak.
The gabled stage of the south east tower was replaced by another

floor topped with battlements and overhanging battlemented corner turrets.
Above this was a tall octagonal stair tower with cross arrow slits,
machicolations and battlements. On a clear day the spires of Lichfield
Cathedral could be seen from the top of the 70 feet high tower. The lower
portion of the tower is original, though with Morley’s 3-light window and
ogee door inserted.

West of this tower Morley replaced the large gabled return with a
replica of one of Bentley’s gables, but retaining Bentley’s mullioned
window within it. He inserted a new window of four lights and 
added below it a large canted bay with trefoil-headed battlemented windows 
under quatrefoil decorations. There is a band of medallions below. Just
beneath the castellations are a number of creatures, variously reptilian or dog-
like.

West again he built a billiard room. It was single storey and thus most
of the west front of Bentley’s house was left untouched. The room had an
open carved roof lit by skylights, and with a three-light traceried window
to the south. It was furnished in the Moorish style.

All the building work was completed by autumn 1861, and an

18. Breadsall Priory south front as rebuilt by
Francis Morley 1860-61. Drawn by Charles
Cattermole and engraved by O. Jewitt
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illustration of the remodelled south front appeared in
The Building News in October that year (pic 18).

Developments elsewhere on the estate continued
over several years. Below the Terrace Walk a series of
terraced lawns were cut, sloping down to an ornamental
lake with a fountain created out of one of the old Priory
fishponds. The lake was enclosed by a stone wall and
moulded coping, and had an area of 15,000 square feet.

The Horseshoe pond, another of the old fishponds
of the Priory, just to the east of the new ornamental lake,
was retained, but reshaped so as to form a circle with a
central island.

It was probably at this date that the ha-ha, or sunk
fence, which still survives, was constructed, and the metal railings that went
from it and encircled the house on the north and east side. These can be seen
in several old photographs, but have since been removed. The wrought
iron posts and a single stone by the main entrance of the hotel mark where
the gate used to be. Morley spent about £4,000 laying out the grounds,
and a further £1,800 on a new lodge, entrance gates and farm buildings.

The lodge, built of stone, remains virtually unchanged. The
ornamental iron gates, which had a wicket gate on each side, (pic 19), were
removed in the 1970s. Three of the four pyramidal gatepier tops can be
seen at the entrance set at ground level.

To the west of the Priory, Morley built a series of model farm
buildings and a large four bedroom farmhouse, later known as Home Farm
(today called The Farmhouse), which was lived in by the bailiff or estate
manager. Adjacent to the farmhouse, stabling was erected on three sides of
a paved yard entered under a Gothic arch. The design was Scrivener’s; the
style Elizabethan/ Jacobean. This is now known as The Mews. The bell in
the little turret was cast by Taylor of Loughborough and is dated 1875.

West of the stables were various other farm buildings. To the north
Morley established a walled fruit and vegetable garden with a conservatory,
two vineries and a gardener’s cottage. At the bottom end of the estate, the
boathouse on the large lake was rebuilt.

Comparison of the large scale Ordnance Survey map of 1889 (pic 22)

with pic 16, gives a good indication of the changes
made by Morley to the property.

Francis Morley died in January 1883 aged 72.
He was buried in Breadsall churchyard where his
grave is marked by a marble cross.

In 1885 his widow Emma placed a window in
the church in his memory. This was destroyed in the
1914 fire, but the brass plaque that was placed below
it, although damaged, survived, and can be seen in the
church.

Morley certainly made his mark on Breadsall
Priory. Today as we approach from the east it is his
battlemented Victorian Gothic house that we see. A

more personal recollection of the man is the stone inscribed
FM in the gable on the west wall of the Farmhouse (pic 20).

Breadsall Priory 1884 – 1897
Mr H J Wood 
and Capt R R Rothwell
Following Francis Morley’s death, the Breadsall Priory Estate
was put on the market, and auctioned in 1884. The
particulars describe it as ‘a fine old mansion of very
substantial structure, recently carefully remodelled and
enlarged to meet the requirements of the age; now in
excellent repair and forming as perfect a family house as can
be desired. The restorations included fittings and sanitary
arrangements on the most approved modern system’.

The estate was bought by Mr Henry Joseph Wood,
JP, about whom, apart from the fact that he presented a
£100 tower clock to Breadsall church in 1887, nothing
seems to be known.

Wood sold the estate in 1892 to Capt. Richard
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20. Francis Morley’s initials in stone, west gable
of the farmhouse, Breadsall Priory

W
H

IT
B

R
E

A
D

 A
R

C
H

IV
E

21. Breadsall Priory organ, worked by hydraulic power, in 1975
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22. Plan of Breadsall Priory 1889
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Rainshaw Rothwell, JP, who carried out many improvements. The most
notable of these was the scheme whereby ‘an ample supply of exceedingly
pure spring water’ was secured for the house and other buildings.

The water from two powerful springs was carried to a tank ‘whence
it is forced by means of a hydraulic ram into a reservoir constructed to hold
some 30,000 gallons, and laid on over the house and premises by
gravitation’. Any surplus water was used to supply the ornamental lake and
fountain. Rothwell’s reservoirs, on the hill to the north of the main drive,
survive in the undergrowth.

There is a large tank under the stable yard which holds 10,000
gallons, but it is not clear whether this was part of Rothwell’s scheme.

It was probably Rothwell who filled in the old Horseshoe pond that
had been adapted by Morley. It had gone by 1900.

It may also have been Rothwell who installed a powerful three-
manual organ built by Alfred Noble of Birmingham in the entrance hall, in
the space occupied today by the hotel’s reception (pic 21). The organ
motor was in the cellar below. The remarkable feature of this organ is that
it was worked by hydraulic power, quite a rarity. A 2 inch diameter water
pipe came up from the basement and fed the apparatus.

The organ was later converted to electricity. It continued to be used
until after the Second World War. In 1970 it was described as ‘not in
working order’. In April 1975 it was removed from the Priory and
presented to the Darwin School at Chaddesden, but was subsequently dis-
mantled, and the various pieces dispersed or disposed of. The original water
pump apparatus survives in the Derby Industrial Museum to which it
was presented by Mr Frank Hammersley of Morley.

Rothwell installed electric light throughout the house and in the
stables and farmstead. The dynamo was driven by a 10-horse power
horizontal engine. As well as generating electric light the engine could be
used at the same time for driving grinding, pulping, sawing and other
machinery in the farm. All these improvements were completed by 1895.

In 1897 Rothwell put the Priory Estate up for sale by auction and in
July that year it was bought by Sir Alfred Seale Haslam for £21,000.

Breadsall Priory 1897 – 1970 
The Haslams
Alfred Haslam, the son of William and Annie Haslam, was born in 1844.
He trained as an engineer at the Midland Railway Works in Derby, and in
1868 started the Haslam Engineering Works in Derby. He invented,
manufactured and installed his patented refrigerating plant in the colonies to
freeze and chill meat and dairy produce. Cold chambers were also
established on board ships, and on shore, and an important business was
developed carrying perishable food from the colonies to Britain.

While Mayor of Derby 1890–91, he was knighted by Queen Victoria
on the platform of Derby Station, when she came to lay the foundation
stone of the Royal Infirmary. The large statue of Victoria outside the
hospital was presented to the town by Haslam and unveiled by Edward VII
in June 1906.

Ten years earlier, in 1896,
Haslam had presented a bronze
statue of Queen Victoria by C.B.
Birch to the City of London,
who erected it at the north end
of Blackfriars Bridge, where it
can still be seen today. The City’s
handsome illuminated acknowl-
edgement is on display at the
hotel.

Sir Alfred was also Mayor
of Newcastle-under-Lyme from
1901–1904, and Unionist MP for
Newcastle from 1900–1906.

Haslam, like Morley before
him, was to transform Breadsall
Priory. He added a large west
wing in Elizabethan style. It was
built to the full height of the rest
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23. Sir Alfred Seale Haslam in 1897



24. South front, Breadsall Priory c.1900.
Haslam’s new wing contrasts with Morley’s
work. Unattributed, but probably by A. Victor
Haslam
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of the house, and its construction therefore obscured half of Bentley’s west
front.

He demolished Morley’s billiard room, replacing it with a library.
Beyond that he built his own billiard room complete with minstrels’ gallery
and raised seating for the spectators. It was a striking room, decorated like
Morley’s in Moorish style, with a moulded plaster ceiling with pendants.
The large window on the north side looked out in Haslam’s day into a little
courtyard complete with a rockery.

At the west end of the south front Haslam built a gable matching
Morley’s replica gable of 1861. Haslam’s coat of arms and the date 1899 can
be seen above the library’s bay window. In the room at ground floor level
below the billiard room was a small windowless area for use as a
photographic dark room. 

The drawing room (now the Morley Room) was accessed from the
entrance hall by a separate flight of stairs running parallel to the main stair-
case. These were removed in 1990.

In the dining room (now the Breadsall Room) the fine oak panelling
covering the lower half of the walls came from Sir Alfred’s Derby home.
Over the mantlepiece is a carved representation in oak of ‘Mine Host
receiving his guests’. A similar carving depicting ‘Mary Queen of Scots
landing at Leith’ used to decorate the sideboard, but has since disappeared.

Outside the dining room Haslam installed a large Gothic door. It is a
fine piece of work and worth examining closely (pic 25). It was made by
his father William Haslam, who had revived, with another son Edwin, the
art of wrought iron smithing. The door was displayed at the Great
Exhibition in 1851 as an example of ancient church wrought ironwork and
was highly praised. The Illustrated Catalogue to the Exhibition says it is
intended to be ‘a facsimile of that placed, in the year 1251, on the door of
the chapel in which Prince Edward, afterwards Edward I, and his wife
Eleanor, attended divine service’. Inscribed on the two hinges are the words
from St John’s Gospel, chapter 15 verse 12: Love one another, as I have
loved you.

When work was being carried out in a room (now lavatories) on 
the north side of the house, making an opening for a new window, a recess
was found just large enough for a man to stand upright in. It might have

been a priest hole or hiding place. Unfortunately, it was not possible to
preserve it.

In 1909 new pleasure grounds and a rose garden were laid out by
T. H. Mawson, during which work Sir Francis Darwin’s old rockeries with
their fragments of stones from the Priory and the tower of All Saints
Church Derby were cleared away.

At the west end of the Terrace Walk a rustic summer house was
erected. It was enclosed, with a door and stained glass panels. It became
unsafe after the Second World War and was demolished.

Haslam made only one change to the east front of the house. He
inserted in the balustrade over Morley’s porch a large stone bearing his coat
of arms and motto Agnus Dei Salvator Meus.

Sir Alfred was very conscious of the heritage of Breadsall Priory and
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the beautiful illustrated history of the house which was prepared for him in
October 1900 is still on display in the hotel.

Haslam’s eldest son, Alfred Victor Haslam, who took many
photographs of Breadsall using the darkroom under the Billiard Room, died
in 1907 at the age of 30. He is buried in Morley churchyard and is
commemorated by a window in the church.

His youngest son, Capt. William Kenneth Seale Haslam, was killed in
action in April 1917 at Guémappe and is buried in Tilloy British Cemetery
near Arras. He was 24. William is commemorated by windows at both
Morley and Breadsall churches, by a silver book rest at Breadsall church
given by his sister Edith, and by a sixth bell added to the peal at Breadsall
church presented by Sir Alfred at Easter 1920. Lady Haslam died in 1924.

Sir Alfred died suddenly at the St Pancras Hotel in London in 1927.
Taken ill during the night, he fell, striking his head. He was found dead by
hotel staff next morning. Both he and his wife are buried at Morley.

Ownership of Breadsall Priory now passed to their second son Capt.
Eric Seale Haslam, then just 41 years old, and it was to remain his home for
the next 40 years.

During that time he lavished much love and care on the estate. He
planted many trees. The groups of holly trees north of the house are his.
Fine trees have long been a feature of the grounds. Near the entrance lodge
is an evergreen oak and south of the ha-ha are two hornbeams. Several of
the fine old cedars near the house have been lost in recent years. The stump
of the largest, felled in the 1980s, remains on the lawn.

All the fields around the Priory had old names: Rye Meadow,
Dumble Field, Primrose Hill, Little Simpkins, Big Simpkins. Jackson’s
Dumble, a plantation of sycamores and other trees marked on maps to the
west of the house, was probably named after a bailiff or estate manager.

Christmas was always a special time. Breadsall choir came and sang
carols accompanied by the organ. All the tenants and servants were there.
Afterwards there were refreshments in the Billiard Room where there was a
large Christmas tree and the minstrels’ gallery was decorated.

In 1938 a visitor wrote of the Priory’s ‘air of comfortable well being
… the well kept lawns and gardens … everything in harmony’. Harmony
and peace were certainly a key feature of Breadsall at this time. In the 1960s
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26. Breadsall Priory from south east, 1930s
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1851 Great Exhibition. Installed in Breadsall
Priory 1900
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Eric Haslam said: ‘Sitting in my library watching the herd of cows making
their way across the park is one of the joys of my life’.

At the beginning of the Second World War the tall stair turret and
the four bartizans on top of the tower were taken down to avoid their
being used as a landmark by Luftwaffe bombers aiming to hit the Rolls
Royce factory in Derby where engines for Spitfires were made. The
battlements and coping stones were also removed. This change quite altered
the appearance of the house. During the war the Drawing Room was used
as a convalescent ward by the Derbyshire Children’s Hospital.

It was whilst building an air raid shelter that a most important
discovery was made. At the south end of the west wall of the old Priory a
13th century doorway in a very good condition was found (pic 2). Now
carefully restored, it is the most significant part of the original Breadsall
Priory visible.

Further excavations carried out by Haslam both during and after the
war, revealed part of a floor at a lower level with sundry drains leading

away. This was the canon’s washing
area. It is under the floor of what is
now Bentley’s Bar. There are also
fragments of old walls below the
floor of Bentley’s Lounge. Near the
entrance to the Priory Restaurant can
be seen the remains of the old
Priory’s bake oven.

In 1947 while combating a fire
in one of the outbuildings the Fire
Brigade drew water from the
ornamental lake to put it out. The
following year the lake developed a
leak and emptied. It stayed that way,
gradually filling with bushes and even
small trees, until restored in the
1970s.

Eric Haslam died of cancer in
1967. His wife Norah, who he had
married in the 1940s, continued to
live in the house for a while before
having a new house built in one of
the old quarries near the entrance
lodge, where she lived until her
death in 1988. The stone bearing Sir
John Bentley’s coat of arms which
had been in the grounds for over a
century, was incorporated in the
outside wall. The house, Priory
Chase, is private property, but the
stone is visible from the hotel drive.

In May 1970 there was a sale
of surplus contents, and at the end of
the year Breadsall Priory Estate,
which by then extended to 828 acres,

27. Breadsall Priory south front 1950s. Turret and coping stones on tower have been removed.
Ornamental pond (right) overgrown

28. Breadsall Priory farmhouse looking
north, 1947
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29. Aerial view 1969, showing buildings and kitchen garden to the west of the house
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was placed once more on the market.
In the 370 years since it was built Breadsall had been home to many

families. Eric Haslam was the last private owner to live there, and his death
ushered in a major change of role for the old house.

Charles Harpur-Crewe and
David Cox 1970 – 1988 
In March 1971 the Breadsall Priory Estate was bought by Charles Harpur-
Crewe whose family already owned much of the land around it.

These were difficult days for Breadsall Priory. The house had not
been lived in since Mrs Norah Haslam had moved out, and remained
empty. Harpur-Crewe, already struggling to meet large death duties, was
unable to find anyone to run the estate. Frank Eade, Haslam’s farm bailiff,
did his best but with only one man to assist him, faced a hard task. The
house was broken into, the grounds and garden became overgrown, the
drive was rutted.

In September 1971 David Cox, hotel owner and property developer,
had visited Breadsall and realised at once its potential for conversion into a
hotel and golf course. ‘The Priory’s a superb old building’, he wrote, ‘and
it’s ideal for the purpose I’ve got in mind. I want people to be able to go
there for golf, swimming, squash, all sorts of recreational purposes, and just
relax in a good club atmosphere. When it’s finished there won’t be
anything like it in the country’.

With planning and legal delays it was not until October 1974 that
permission was granted and David Cox signed a long lease. Work began
immediately.

The entire house, which was still empty, was completely refurbished.
The old Dining Room became the Elizabethan Restaurant. The organ was
removed to make way for Reception. The Billiard Room was renamed the
Oak Room, and the Drawing Room became the Wedgwood Room. Dr
Darwin had maintained close links with Wedgwood all his life. Wedgwood
was a fellow founder of the Lunar Society. One of his daughters, Susannah,
married Darwin’s son Robert Waring; their son Charles also married a

Wedgwood. Both these rooms were available for conferences and private
functions. 

In the basement, a bar, named the Monks Bar, was built over the
canon’s old washing area, and a feature was made of the 13th century
doorway that Eric Haslam had discovered (pic 2). Upstairs 17 bedrooms
were created. The hotel opened for business in May 1976 and the old
house took on a new lease of life.

Parallel with the development of the hotel, work proceeded
constructing a golf course, jointly designed by David Cox, John Flanders
and Richard Lambert. Cumberland turf was imported for the Greens. Golf
holes numbers 10 to 18 were opened in July 1976.

In 1977 the Home Farm building was converted into a Club House
and golf holes numbers 1 to 9 were completed. A Grand Opening Buffet
and Dance was held in the Clubhouse on 30 April 1977 to mark the formal
opening of the Breadsall Priory Golf and Country Club. Later, squash
courts were added.

The gardens were cleared and restored, and the ornamental lake was
cleaned out and put back into working order once more. The gardener’s

30. Breadsall Priory hotel reception 1976. Staircase on left removed 1990
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cottage in the walled garden was developed into a family home, and named
The White House.

The operation was managed by two companies, Breadsall Priory Ltd
running the hotel, and Priory Leisure Ltd handling the golf and leisure side.

In 1982 Charles Harpur-Crewe died unexpectedly. Faced again with
death duties, the family decided to sell. David Cox seized the opportunity
and bought the whole estate.

In November 1986 initial discussions took place between David Cox
and Country Club Hotels, a subsidiary of Whitbread PLC, who were
looking for a location in the area, with a view to possible purchase.
Negotiations were protracted and it was January 1988 before a deal was
signed, and Whitbread became the new owner of Breadsall Priory.

Whitbread at Breadsall Priory
1988 – 1998
Whitbread’s first general manager at Breadsall was André Busman, and he
carried into action the Company’s plan of expanding David Cox’s
operation into one of the country’s finest leisure-based hotels. Planning
permission was obtained and construction work began in September 1988.

The first phase of the redevelopment involved building a country
club in keeping with the surroundings, and increasing the bedrooms to 92
with a new bedroom block. A time capsule containing various items was
buried in the foundations by Norman McIndoe of Country Club Hotels
and David Cox, in December 1988. JT Design Build Ltd were involved
with both aspects. The leisure complex was constructed using the old farm
buildings: the swimming pool being located in the farmyard. This phase
was completed by November 1989.

Work then started on the restoration of the Priory building itself. It
included construction of a new kitchen block. One unexpected problem
was the discovery of previously unknown streams running right beneath the
proposed site, which had to be diverted. This second phase was completed
in July 1990. The whole two year programme cost £10 million.

Breadsall Priory Hotel Golf and Country Club opened for business

on 1st August. On 11 September, Peter Jarvis, then Whitbread PLC’s Chief
Executive, unveiled a commemorative brass plaque in the entrance hall of
the hotel.

Meanwhile, a second golf course, the Moorland, was being con-
structed. This and the newly erected Pavilion were opened in June 1992.

In 1994 André Busman moved on within the Group. Breadsall was
temporarily managed for a few months by Paul Le Roi, then also General
Manager of Broughton Park Hotel, (later renamed The Preston Marriott),
while a successor was found. John Billane however stayed only a few
months and in December, Paul Le Roi returned to hold the fort until Gary
Moran took over as General Manager in 1995.

31. New bedroom block, completed 1997
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Marriott Hotels and Resorts at
Breadsall Priory
1995 – Present
In 1995 Whitbread signed an agreement to the franchise rights for the
Marriott name in Great Britain. In March 1996 the Whitbread Hotel
Company was launched, and Breadsall became the Marriott Breadsall Priory
Hotel and Country Club.

In 1997 a new block with 24 bedrooms was added (pic 31), the main
kitchen was redesigned, the Priory Restaurant was extended and The Long
Weekend cafe bar was refurbished.

In 1998 the room names at the hotel were changed to reflect the
Priory’s history more specifically. The Oak, Library and Wedgwood
Rooms became, respectively, the Haslam, Darwin and Morley Rooms. The
cocktail bar beside the Priory Restaurant, previously known as the Monks
Bar, and the adjoining Abbot’s Lounge, became Bentley’s Bar and Lounge.
The Breadsall Room and the Gun Room remained unchanged.

Whitbread sold the hotel along with its UK Marriott hotel portfolio
in October 2005. Marriott hotels now manage the hotel on behalf of its
owners and continue to invest in ensuring that the comfort of a modern
day resort is available whilst maintaining the unique historical charm
Breadsall Priory has to offer.

In 2008 Marriott completed a comprehensive refurbishment of the
historic meeting rooms the leisure complex, restaurant and golf facilities.
The restaurant was re-opened as the Tempo bar and grill with a modern
contemporary feel and the David Cox meeting room was unveiled in
recognition of the important role that David played in creating this great
hotel and country club. 

2010 marks both the 750th anniversary of the opening of the Priory
by the Austin Canons and the 15th anniversary of Breadsall Priory being
part of the Marriott hotel family. It is recognised as the oldest Marriott
hotel in the world. 

32. Breadsall Priory south front 1998
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must begin by thanking Gary Moran, General Manager of the Marriott
Breadsall Priory. His tremendous and unfailing support at all times has
made this little history a reality.

Among the many people working at Breadsall Priory who helped
me, I single out Tom Price for special mention. His detailed knowledge of
the house and estate was invaluable. Thanks are also due to Pat Briggs,
Zelica Carr, Bill Grant, Elaine Jackson, Tony Owen, Bob Stevens, Pat
Straw and Trevor Willdig. During my visits to the hotel I was always
welcomed with kindness and hospitality, and my grateful thanks go to all
concerned, especially Mandy Campion, Clare Duffy and Sandra Mitchell.
Many thanks also to André Busman and Paul Le Roi, both previously
General Managers at Breadsall, for useful information and photographs.

I am very grateful to Janet Beard, a great-great-great-great grand-
daughter of Samuel Beard, for her kindness and interest; in particular to 
her and her daughter Kate Beard for allowing me to quote from the
previously unpublished manuscript Journal Book for 1785 of Neville
Fallowes Beard. These extracts remain their copyright and may not be
reproduced elsewhere.

Also to Rosemary Bonham-Smith, a great-great-great-great grand-
daughter of Dr Erasmus Darwin through Sir Francis Sacheverel Darwin’s
line, for letting me have access to her family records, and make copies of
views of Breadsall Priory and photographs of Sir Francis and Violetta
Darwin. Those reproduced with her permission in this booklet remain her
copyright.

I am most grateful to David Cox for much kindness and help, in
particular for lending me important documents and photographs.

I also want to thank the following: Cyril Bennett, Mickleover; Rev.
John Clark, Vicar of Stanley; Maxwell Craven; Frank Eade, Little Eaton;
Frank Hammersley, Morley; Cyril Harris, churchwarden at Breadsall; Linda
Owen and Lisa Bates, Local Studies Librarians, and their staff at Derby
Local Studies Library; Rev. Vic Price, Rector of Morley; Elaine Pritchard,
Derby Evening Telegraph; Vic Raynes, churchwarden at Darley Dale;
Dom Anselm Redman, Ealing Abbey; Chris Shaw, High View
Community Education Centre; Roger Shelley, Derby Industrial Museum;
Rev. Ray Shorthouse, then Vicar of Breadsall; Gordon Smith, Morley; Jane
Wallis, Keeper of Fine Art, Derby Museums and Art Gallery; Bernard
Walters, churchwarden at Stanley; Nigel Wilkins, National Monuments
Record, Swindon; also staff at Derbyshire Record Office, Matlock; the
RIBA Library and the Guildhall Library, both in London.

Information about the Greensmith and Beard families, supplied by
Janet Beard, is derived from wills held in Lichfield Record Office and is
used with their permission. Other information is from Alumni Cantabrigienses
by J. A. Venn 1922, and from St Helens Church, Darley Dale.

Special thanks to my son Edmund for his help with checking the
proofs, although I take full responsibility for any errors which may appear.

I am most grateful to all those who supplied photographs and gave
permission for them to be used. It was not possible to locate Keith Pollard,
two of whose photographs are reproduced. Each illustration in the booklet
is individually acknowledged.
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