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At time of | ngagement

° Te” your Parents the happg news, if they do not already know.

d Bug or make a wec{c{ing organizer. Think about whether you will want to have it as a keepsake later on; if
s0, this may influence your decision about what kind of organizer to have. At a bare minimum, you should
have an organizcd way to kceP track of aPPointmcnts/Pagments/etc., and a system for l«icping track of
invitations, giFts, and t}-vanlegou notes.

° Writc to your close friends and relatives to let them know, unless you P[an to have an engagement Partg

° T‘Iave an engagement Photo taken.

. FFind out the Po[icies of the newspapers where you and gourlciancé grew up, and where you now live,
about engagement announcements. Theg may have sPechcic guic{e]ines about how farin advance of the
wedding they will Pub[ish an announcement. Submit announcements to the papers at the aPProPriate
time.

d Keep up with thanl(—gou notes as you receive gifts. T}’]C best time to write a thank you note is
immediatc[g after opening the ghct; (nless you receive hundreds of gi)cts inone clag, it should never take
more than 6 weeks to send a tl—:ank~50u note (unless you are on your honegmoon, when you are not
cxpcctcd to be writing thanl@gou notes). Ilcyou do receive hundreds of ghcts in one &ag, you may want to
send ghct ac‘mow]cdgcmcnts to the givers, [ctting them know you have received their ghcts and will send a

PCFSOI’Ia] note as soon as POSSi}DlC.

9to 12 months in advance

d Determine what you and 3our1cami]ies expect your wedding to be like. What re[igion, if any, will the service
be Pcrpormcc! in? [Jow many guests do you want to have? |s it imPortant to have &ancing? A seated meal?
| ive music? An outdoor setting? Alcohol?

. Decide how the weclcling will be financed. |f parents are hclping to pay forit, find out how tl‘rcg want to
deal with this. The lowest-stress method for everyone is for the parents to commit a spechr'ic amount of
money, which the bride & groom can suPP[ement with their own money, or keep the extra if tlﬁey spend
less. t#]owever, many Parents wish to retain greater control over the budget than this method allows. It
may be he]PFu] to do some research about wedding costs in your area before attempting to come up with
a buc{get.

d Determine the stgle and time of dag of the wedc{ing. ]1( money is an issue, you can often acljust the time of
clag so that the rcccption will be more economical. |f you do not have the reccPtion cluring a common meal
time, for examp[e, you will not need to serve a meal.

d Selecta wcdding date. T his may need to be done in corjunction with sc[ecting cercmona/reccption
sites.

e Se[ect and reserve ceremong/reception sites.

i FFind a weclcling officiant, if one does not come with the weclcling site. SPcak with your officiant to
determine if there are any reciuirements for them to marry you, and when these requirements need to be
met. Discuss also when you should meet to discuss the ceremony.

d Se[ect attendants. ]t is OK not to single one out as the honor attendant at this early stage.

d Secure a Photographer/vic{eographer for your chosen date.

i Secure catering arrangements for your rcccPtion site, if the site does not come with a caterer.

e Secure a florist.



6 to 9 months in advance

° Sc[ect and order the bridal gown and accessories, or arrange for a seamstress to make it.

° Make arrangements for music at your ceremong/reception.

° Sc[ect and order bridesmaids’ drcsses, or arrange for a seamstress to make them.

° Start working on guest Jists. Tﬂpica”y, there are 4- The bride's Fami]g‘s [ist, the groom's Family’s !ist, the
bride's ]ist, and the groom's list.

4to 6 months in advance

d Order invitations and any other stationery you will need (such as informal notes to use when writing
thani@gou’& Kcmcmber that informals cngravc& with your married name cannot be used until after you are
married, so you will also need some stationer3 to use Forghcts that arrive before you are married.)

. Consider birth-control oPtions. lmcyou Plan to use a Prescription method of birth control, visit your doctor
to arrange this. You will want to start using it (or Practice, in the case of a diaphragm or cervical caP) well
in advance of the wedding, so that you have time to adjust to it, and can stop using it ifyou encounter
Prob]ems.

° F]an the honegmoon. (OFten arranged bg the groom.)

° Help the mothers to select their dresses.

d F]an the rehearsal dinner. (Often given }39 the groom's Familg, 50 theg may do most of the worl(.)

d KegisterFor ghcts.

2 to 4+ months in advance

d Se[ect attire for the men in the wedding party.

d Furchase wcdding rings and have them cngravcd

° Find out what the ]ega[ reciuirements are for marriage in your state; arrange for any necessary blood tests
and decide when you will aPPIQ for the license.

d Obtain any immunizations you will need for the honcgmoon

° Make sure out-of-town guests will be aPProPriately loc]ged, You may want to reserve a block of rooms at

a hote]; the hotel will usua”y give your guests a reduced rate.

6 to 8 weeks in advance

. Mai[ the invitations

° Consu[t relevant newspapers for rcquircmcnts on wc&&ing announcements.
° Havc a formal Por‘trait taken in weclcling gown for newspaper announcement.
d Furchase giFts for each other.

° Furchase ghcts for attendants.

d Furchase going-away outFit, trousseau.

° Consult hairstg[ist about wc&&ing }-vairstglc

° Consu[t mal(eup person about wedc{ing—da}j makeup.



+ to 6 weeks in advance

i ]nvcstigatc [ega] details, such as naming fiance as benmciciarg in will and life insurance, obtaining insurance
to coverjoint property, conso]iclating auto insurance, oPeningjoir\t bank accounts, etc.

d ]Fyou will be char\ging your names, make a list of where you need to do this and when.

d Dcciclc on seating P]an for rcccption.

d ]Fyou will need Foreigr\ money for the honeymoon, make arrangements to obtain it.

° Bc sure attendants are kept informed of rehearsal P[ansy other commitments t}wcy have.

/-2 weeks in advance

d Make final checks on cvergthing: catering, }vonegmoon, Pl—:otographcr, viécographcr, florist, musicians,
ogiciant, rehearsal, etc.

d Make sure announcements are addressed, arrange for someone to mail them on wcdding day.

° Think about what you are going to take on the !-ronegmoon, decide when you will Pack

° Bug traveler's checks for honcgmoorm

/-3 a’aﬂs in advance

i Make sure everyone arriving from out-of-town is met bg someone, knows where everyone elseis staging,
etc.

d Fack an "emergency kit containing things like spare hose, sewing suPP[ies, asPirin, etc. to take with you
to the wcc{cling

° Attencl rehearsal and rehearsal dinner. You may choose to givc ghcts to attendants and cach other at this

event, or at a more Privatc moment.

7 he c/aﬂ before your wcddfng c/aﬂ

Visit your Beauty Salon for manicure and Peclicurc
Attencl the rehearsal and dinner.
Make sure the ushers have the final guest list.

Your wcdd/ng c/ay

Make sure you cat something

\isit your Beauty Salon for Hair stg!iﬂg & mal(e—up. (bring veil & headpicce).
Make sure the Wedding Giownis Pressed and steamed.

Bring a changc of clothes hcyou are leaving for your hone\tjmoon

Trg to relax... unwind 3ourselxc... and savor the umcolcling oFgour SPecia[ éag



C ongra tulations !...

Qlur best wishes for your married fife !

F ost ch/c//h‘gé* f‘]’oncymoon

Comtact a F]ower Freservation \/endor to preserve your Bouquet

Comtact a Gown Preservation \/endor to hand c]can) press and preserve your bridal gown
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