
Costa Rica -General Information

OFFICIAL LANGUAGE 
The official language is Spanish. The second language for a large portion of the population is English.

OFFICIAL RELIGION 
The official religion is Catholic. Freedom of religious choice is respected.

OFFICIAL CURRENCY 
Colon

NATIONAL SYMBOLS
The Purple Orchid
 National Flag -Flag used for civil acts 
  
Guanacaste Tree
Enterolobium cyclocarpum. It was declared as the national tree of Costa Rica, on August 31, 1959.  National Emblem of Costa Rica
Enacted since May 5, 1998. 
  
TERRITORY
Costa Rica is divided into seven provinces, these are: San José, Alajuela, Heredia, Cartago, Puntarenas, Guanacaste, and Limon. Each 
province is subdivided into regions and these are subdivided into districts.

TRANSPORTATION
Airports
The main airport is the Juan Santamaria International Airport, located in Alajuela. This airport is only twenty minutes away from San José.
Other important airports are:
The Daniel Oduber Quiros International Airport, located in Liberia, Guanacaste. 
The Tobias Bolaños Airport located in Pavas, San José, for local as well as international flights. 
There are also landing fields for local flights situated in different parts of the country such as: Limon, Tortuguero, La Fortuna, Tamarindo, 
Samara, Tambor, Quepos, Palmar North, Golfito, and San Vito.

Highways and roads
The whole country is adequately connected by internal infrastructure. The main artery is the Interamerican Highway, which connects the 
two borders from Peñas Blancas all the way to Paso Canoas. 

HIGHEST PEAK: Chirripo summit of 3,819 meters above sea level.
HIGHEST VOLCANO: Irazú Volcano
LARGEST VOLCANIC CRATER: Poas Volcano crater. It has a diameter of 1,320 meters with a depth of 300 meters.

ELECTRICAL SERVICE: Costa Rican Electricity Institute (ICE). Ninety seven percent of the national territory has electrical service. The 
voltage in residential areas is 110v.

OFFICE HOURS
Government sector: From 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. from Monday to Friday. National Banks: From 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. from Monday to 
Friday. Some banks offer their services after regular hours until 7:00 p.m. and others that are located in some shopping centers are open on 
Saturdays.

PRIVATE SECTOR
From 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. from Monday to Friday. Commerce in general, opens Saturdays and Sundays up to mid-day.

NATIONAL HOLIDAYS
January 1st: New Years Day 
April 11th: Juan Santamaria Day, National Hero. 
Holy Thursday and Good Friday: Religious activities. 
May 1st: International Labor Day. 
August 15th: Mothers Day. 
September 15th: Independence Day. 
December 25th: Christmas Day. 

Geography
 
Rugged highlands are found 
throughout most of the country, 
ranging from approximately 1,000 
to 2,000 meters (3,000 to 6,000 
feet above sea level). The Guana-
caste Mountain Range, Central 
Mountain Range, and Talamanca 
Mountain Range are the main 
mountain ranges extending the 
entire length of the country. There 
are several active volcanoes (Arenal 
Volcano, Irazu Volcano, Rincon de 
la Vieja Volcano and Turrialba 
Volcano) and the country’s highest 
mountain (Chirripo Hill) with a 
height of 3,819 m/12,530 ft. The 
country has a relatively long 
coastline in both the Atlantic and 
Pacific oceans, as well as a number 
of rivers and streams that attract 
specialist kayakers and rafters from 
all over the world.
   

Climate
 
In general, the climate in Costa Rica 
is very pleasant not only during the 
dry season, which extends from 
December to April but also during 
the rainy season, which runs from 
May to November. During the rainy 
season rain can be expected in the 
afternoons, on the other hand the 
mornings are usually sunny. 

Costa Rica has a tropical climate 
with an average temperature of 22 
degrees C (72 degrees F) that 
increases considerably on the 
coastal areas. The changes in 
temperature are considerable and 
due to the short distances in this 
relatively small country, they can all 
be experienced in just one day. 

Due to factors such as the 
geographical location, the weather 
conditions, the formation of moun-
tain chains, mountains, and valleys, 
this country experiences different 
microclimates that give a home to 
different types of vegetation. 

The following climates in the 
country can be categorized in the 
following regions :

The high and cold region: With an 
elevation of 3,000 to 3,100 meters 
in altitude with temperatures of 0 
degrees C. 

The hot region: The elevation is 
above 1,500 meters in altitude, with 
temperatures between 14 degrees C 
and 18 degrees C. 

The humid tropical region: The 
elevation is up to 1,100 meters in 
altitude with temperatures between 
25 and 26 degrees C. 

The tropical region: Pertaining to 
the dry season, with temperatures 
between 26 and 27 degrees C.

The inter-mountainous valley 
region with an elevation between 
1,000 and 1,100 meters in altitude 
which is a characteristic of the 
central valley, with temperatures 
that range from 14 to 18 degrees C. 

Due to the weather characteristics 
and the topography of the country, 
different types of forests can be 
appreciated: the cloud forest, the 
rain forest, the dry forest, and the 
transition forest.

   

Enjoy the sun, but carefully
 
Going to the beach is a must when 
traveling to Costa Rica and a nice 
suntan is always possible. It is not 
advisable however, to try to tan in 
just one day because it takes 24 to 
48 hours for the skin to produce 
melanin, a dark pigment that 
reduces the aging process caused 
by sunburn. The healthiest thing for 
you to do is to use a PABA-free 
suntan or UV sun blocking lotion. 

Costa Rica is a country located in Central America that has unlimited tourist potential and is ranked as one of the most visited international destina-
tions. One of Costa Rica’s main sources of income is tourism. Costa Rica is a democratic and peaceful country, and it has not had an army since the 
year 1949. 

Although the country is small and it covers only 0.03 % of the surface of the globe, it proudly shelters a 6% of the existing biodiversity in the entire 
world. 25.58 % of the country is composed of conservation and natural protected territory. 

Costa Rica is also an attractive country for investment and it offers great potential for the establishment of important multinational companies, 
thanks to the outstanding academic level of its population, as well as the high standard of modern services and social and political stability. 

OTHER HOLIDAYS
July 25th: Annexation of Guanacaste Day. 
August 2nd: Virgin of the Angels Day. 
October 12th: Christopher Columbus Day. 


