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ABOUT MUMBAI (CITY OF DREAMS) 
 
Mumbai formerly known as ‘Bombay’ got its name from the Hindu Goddess Mumbadevi. The name 
Mumbai is derived from Mumba or Maha-Amba—the name of the Koli goddess Mumbadevi—and Aai, 
"mother" in the language of Marathi, the mother tongue of the Kolis and the official language of 
Maharashtra.Mumbai was originally a conglomeration of seven islands on the Konkan coastline. The 
journey of these seven islands to form the city of Mumbai really started in 1498, when the Portuguese 
took them over from the Sultan of Gujarat. They, however, could not make much of their possession 
and the seven islands were handed over to England in 1661.  
 
Today Mumbai is known as the financial capital of the country. Mumbai is known not just for its vibrant 
nightlife; but also for its history, colonial architecture, art and entertainment. It is the Mumbai of hub of 
the Hindi film industry ‘Bollywood’. 
 
PLACES TO SEE IN MUMBAI 
 
Siddhivinayak – 14.6km 
The Shree Siddhivinayak Ganapati Mandir is a Hindu temple dedicated to Lord Shri Ganesh. It is located 
in Prabhadevi, Mumbai, Maharashtra. It was originally built by Laxman Vithu and Deubai Patil on 
November 19, 1801. The temple has a small mandap (hall) with the shrine for Siddhi Vinayak. The 
wooden doors to the sanctum are carved with images of the Ashtavinayak (the eight manifestations of 
Ganesha in Maharashtra). The inner roof of the sanctum is plated with gold, and the central statue is of 
Ganesha. 
 
Dhobi Ghat – 19.9km 
A unique feature of Mumbai, the dhobi is a traditional laundryman, who will collect your dirty linen, 
wash it, and return it neatly pressed to your doorstep. The laundries are called Dhobi Ghats which have 
rows of concrete wash pens each fitted with its own flogging stone. The clothes are soaked in sudsy 
water, thrashed on the flogging stones, then tossed into huge vats of boiling starch and hung out to 
dry. Next they are ironed and piled into neat bundles. Two hundred dhobis and their families work 
together in what has always been a hereditary occupation. 
 
Mahalaxmi Temple – 21.6km 
Mahalaxmi Temple is one of the most famous temples of Mumbai situated on Bhulabhai Desai Road in 
Mahalaxmi area. It is dedicated to Mahalakshmi the central deity of Devi Mahatmyam. The temple was 
built in 1831 by Dhakji Dadaji, a Hindu merchant. The temple contains images of the goddesses 
Mahalakshmi, Mahakali and Mahasaraswati. All three images are adorned with nose rings, gold bangles 
and pearl necklaces. The image of Mahalakshmi is in the center shown holding lotus flowers in tandem. 
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Haji Ali (Worli) – 21.6km 
The Haji Ali Dargah is a mosque and dargah (tomb) located on an islet off the coast of Worli. It is one of 
the most recognizable landmarks of Mumbai. The dargah was built in 1431 in the memory of a wealthy 
Muslim merchant and saint named Sayyed Peer Haji Ali Shah Bukhari who renounced all his worldly 
possessions before making a pilgrimage to Mecca. Legend has it that Haji Ali died on his way to Mecca 
and his body drowned at the place where the dargah stands today. 
 
Crawford Market – 26.2km 
Crawford Market is one of South Mumbai's most famous markets. It is named after Arthur Crawford, 
the first Municipal Commissioner of the city. The Market was later named after Mahatma Jotirao Phule 
after a long struggle by the President of Mahatma Phule Smarak Samiti, Mukundraoji Bhujbal Patil. The 
market houses a wholesale fruit, vegetable and poultry market. One end of the market is a pet store. 
Most of the sellers inside the market sell imported items such as foods, cosmetics, household and gift 
items. It was the main wholesale market for fruits in Mumbai until March 1996, when the wholesale 
traders were relocated to Navi Mumbai (New Bombay). 
 
Prince of Wales Museum – 25.0km 
The Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Vastu Sangrahalaya (CSMVS), formerly Prince of Wales Museum of 
Western India, is the main museum in Mumbai. It was founded in the early years of the 20th century by 
prominent citizens of Bombay, with the help of the government, to commemorate the visit of the then 
Prince of Wales. It is located in the heart of South Mumbai near the Gateway of India. The museum 
houses approximately 50,000 exhibits of ancient Indian history as well as objects from foreign lands, 
categorized primarily into three sections: Art, Archaeology and Natural History. The museum houses 
Indus Valley Civilization artefacts, and other relics from ancient India from the time of the Guptas, 
Mauryas, Chalukyas and Rashtrakuta. 
 
Victoria Terminus/ Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus – 27.9km 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and an historic railway station in 
Mumbai which serves as the headquarters of the Central Railways. This terminus is undoubtedly the 
British piece de resistance, complete with carved stone friezes, stained glass windows and flying 
buttresses. At the top of the central dome stands the triumphant figure of Progress. The station was 
christened to commemorate Victoria Jubilee Day in 1887 when India's first steam engine puffed out to 

neighbouring Thane, about 45 kms away. 

 
Jehangir Art Gallery – 26.9km 
This art gallery in Mumbai was founded by Sir Cowasji Jehangir, who donated the amount to build this 
mansion. It was built in 1952. This gallery is situated at Kala Ghoda, behind the Prince of Wales 
Museum, in South Mumbai near the Gateway of India, and has four exhibition halls. A mammoth 
institution in itself, its history is linked with the renaissance of Indian art. 
 
Flora Fountain – 24.8km 
Flora Fountain, at the Hutatma Chowk (Martyr's Square), is an ornamentally and exquisitely sculpted 
architectural heritage monument located at the southern end of the historic Dadabhai Naoroji Road. 
Flora Fountain, built in 1864, is a fusion of water, architecture and sculpture, and depicts the Roman 
goddess Flora. 
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Asiatic Library / Asiatic Society of Mumbai – 29.4km 
The Asiatic Society of Mumbai is a learned society in the field of Asian studies. The library of the Society 
has over a hundred thousand books out of which 15,000 are classified as rare and valuable. It also has 
priceless artifacts and over 3,000 ancient manuscripts in Persian, Sanskrit and Prakrit, mostly on paper 
but some on palm leaf. The numismatic collection of 11,829 coins includes a gold coin of Kumaragupta 
I, a rare gold mohur of Akbar and coins issued by Shivaji. Its map collection comprises 1300 maps. 
 
Gateway of India – 25.7km 
The Gateway of India is a monument built during the British Raj in Mumbai. It is located on the 
waterfront in the Apollo Bunder area in South Mumbai and overlooks the Arabian Sea. The structure is 
a basalt arch, 26 metres high. The structure was erected to commemorate the landing of their 
Majesties King George V and Queen Mary when they visited India in 1911. The monument has 
witnessed three terror attacks from the beginning of the 21st century; twice in 2003 and it was also the 
disembarkation point in 2008 when four gunmen attacked the Taj Mahal Palace & Tower. 
 
Taj Mahal Palace – 25.8km 
The Taj Mahal Palace Hotel is a five-star hotel located in the Colaba region of Mumbai and next to the 
Gateway of India. Part of the Taj Hotels, Resorts and Palaces, this hotel is considered the flagship 
property of the group. From a historical and architectural point of view, the two buildings that make up 
the hotel, the Taj Mahal Palace and the Tower are two distinct buildings, built at different times and in 
different architectural designs. The hotel, which many claim offers the highest level of service in India, 
has hosted many notable guests, from presidents to captains of industry and stars of show business. 
 
Colaba – 30.7km 
Forming the southern tip of Mumbai, Colaba is a historical island and a great tourism attraction. The 
unofficial headquarters of Mumbai's tourist scene, Colaba sprawls down the city's southernmost 
peninsula. Colaba is famous for its shopping value. It can be said that it is a one stop shop, where one 
can get anything he wants. Colaba is a great place to treat your taste buds with the presence of 
numerous restaurants, cafes and road side eateries. Colaba is easily approachable by all means of 
transportation - air, road or rail. 
 
Mantralaya – 25.6km 
Mantralaya is the administrative headquarters of the state government of Maharashtra in South 
Mumbai, built in 1955. Most state governments in India headquarters' are known as Secretariats. 
However, since Ministers (Mantri in Marathi/Hindi) also sit in the same building and to underline the 
fact that Ministers are powerful in a democracy, the name was changed to Mantralaya in the early 
eighties. Mantralaya is a seven storeyed building which houses most of the departments of the state 
government in this building. 
 
NCPA – 28.2km 
Inaugurated in 1969, the National Centre for the Performing Arts (NCPA), Mumbai, is India's premier 
cultural institution. The first multi-venue, multi-purpose cultural centre to be built in South Asia, it has 
been committed since its inception to preserving and promoting the country's rich and vibrant heritage 
of Indian and international music, dance, theatre, film, literature and photography as well as presenting 
new and innovative work in the field of the performing arts. 
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Nariman Point – 28.1km 
Nariman Point is the fourth most expensive office location in the world. It is home to some of the 
biggest financial and business establishments. Situated on the extreme southern gradient of Marine 
Drive, it is one of the posh locations in Mumbai. Even more eye-catching is the breathtaking view of 
Arabian Sea, which is the highlight of Nariman Point that attracts tourists from all over the world. 
 
Chowpatty Beach – 25.0km 
Chowpatty Beach is one of the most famous beaches in Mumbai. Located in the heart of the city, this 
beach is most popular for its local delicacies. Watching the glorious sunsets from this beach is a sight 
worth seeing! The sea, adorned by its long stretch of white sand in addition to the magnificent sky 
above, is like a heavenly dream for anyone who visits this beach. A stroll on Mumbai's Chowpatty Beach 
will guarantee you an experience of a lifetime. 
 
Hanging Gardens at Malabar Hills – 25.4km 
Hanging Gardens is a popular tourist destination situated in Mumbai. This terraced garden was built in 
1880 and later renovated in 1921. The Hanging Gardens is dedicated to its barrister Pherozeshah 
Mehta, which is why these gardens are also known as Pherozeshah Mehta Garden. This renowned 
garden located on the Malabar Hills is known for its splendid green vegetation and animal shaped 
hedges. One interesting fact about Hanging Gardens is that it is built on a water reservoir. 
 
Mani Bhavan – 23.6km 
Mani Bhavan, located in downtown Mumbai, acted as the focal point of Gandhi's political activities in 
Mumbai between 1917 and 1934. It was from Mani Bhavan that Gandhi initiated the Non-Cooperation, 
Satyagraha, Swadeshi, Khadi and Khilafat movements. Once you enter the place, there is a library with 
statue of the Mahatma where people offer their tributes. 
 
Sea Link – 11.5km 
The Bandra–Worli Sea Link, officially called Rajiv Gandhi Sea Link, is a cable-stayed bridge with pre-
stressed concrete-steel viaducts on either side that links Bandra in the Western Suburbs of Mumbai 
with Worli in South Mumbai.  
 
Mount Mary Church – 14.0km 
Mount Mary Church is a Roman Catholic Church, dedicated to 'Virgin Mary', situated in Mumbai. This 
ancient church, built in 1640 and then rebuilt in 1761, is also known as 'The Basilica of Our Lady of the 
Mount'. It is believed that the church has unbelievable healing powers and for this reason, the church is 
herded by devotees every day. 
 
Linking Road – 8.2km 
Linking Road is a road which extends from Bandra Talkies to Shanti Ashram, Bandra in Mumbai. 
Linking Road was one of the first arterial roads "linking" the far-flung suburbs of Bandra and Juhu 
during the 1940s. It is a shopping hub for every pocket size with everything from street stalls selling 
products for a bargain to niche stores and boutiques for specialized products to high end international 
brands. 
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Juhu Beach – 7.6km 
As a tourist destination, Mumbai is famous for its lovely beaches that attract large number of tourists. 
One among it is Juhu Beach, which is one of the biggest and the most sought after beaches of India. 
Juhu Beach lies in the suburbs of Mumbai. It is situated 18-km north of the Mumbai city centre and one 
of the most posh areas of Mumbai. People even come here to immerse the idols of Lord Ganesha 
during Ganesh Chaturthi. 
 
Traveller Tips: 

 Local trains are the fastest mode of transport. However seek help of a local before travelling. 

 Do not travel alone late in the night if you are a woman. 

 Keep your passports and wallet safe with you at all times. 

 To go around the city, a lot of private companies do tours around Mumbai. 
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